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Dear Sir or Ma’am:

Malcolm Pirnie, Inc., on behalf of Texas Custodial Trust (Trust) is submitting this package for
your review under the Endangered Species Act.

The Trust is responsible for the remediation of the former ASARCO Smelter site (Site) located at
2301 W. Paisano Dr, El Paso, Texas. The Site is located within the city limits of El Paso, Texas (see
Figure 1). The main smelter site occupied an area of approximately 120 acres bounded by U.S.
Interstate Highway 10 (I-10) on the east and U.S. Highway 85 (Paisano Drive) on the west. The
Trust also owns additional property west of Paisano Drive, and additional property east of I-10.

Proposed remediation activities include the following:

+ Installation of a groun(*
north and south Texas
« Excavation of soils at
sediments and installat
surface water from con
« Excavation of soils in 3
chemicals of concern (¢
rail line).
+ Creation of a lined lang
repository for impacted;
* Re-establishment of flg
+ Installation of permeal
= In situ sequestration of]
groundwater. i
» Capping of the remamdi

As part ‘of the planned site remediation activities the Trust intends to the excavate two catchments
basins adjacent to the east side of I-10 within the boundaries of the former Site, as part of the proposed
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Dear Sir or Ma’am:

Malcolm Pirnie, Inc., on behalf of Texas Custodial Trust (Trust) is submitting this package for
your review under the Endangered Species Act.

The Trust is responsible for the remediation of the former ASARCO Smelter site (Site) located at
2301 W. Paisano Dr, El Paso, Texas. The Site is located within the city limits of El Paso, Texas (see
Figure 1). The main smelter site occupied an area of approximately 120 acres bounded by U.S.
Interstate Highway 10 (I-10) on the east and U.S. Highway 85 (Paisano Drive) on the west. The
Trust also owns additional property west of Paisano Drive, and additional property east of I-10.

Proposed remediation activities include the following:

» Installation of a groundwater cut-off wall on Site property east of I-10 upstream of
north and south Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) catchment basins.

* Excavation of soils at north and south TXDOT catchment basins to remove
sediments and installation of impervious layers within the basins to exclude
surface water from contacting groundwater.

* Excavation of soils in areas adjacent to Union Pacific (UP) rail line to remove
chemicals of concern (COCs) (retention area on northeast side of rail line and area west of
rail line).

» Creation of a lined landfill adjacent to the former Parker Brothers Arroyo (PBA)as a
repository for impacted material generated during Site remediation.

» Re-establishment of flow through and restoration of the PBA. -

» Installation of permeable reactive barriers within the PBA.

= In situ sequestration of COCs downstream of reactive barriers (if needed) to treat contaminated
groundwater.

» Capping of the remainder of the Site.

As part ‘of the planned site remediation activities the Trust intends to the excavate two catchments
basins adjacent to the east side of I-10 within the boundaries of the former Site, as part of the proposed
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construction of lined retention areas (see Figure 2). Excavation will result in the removal of
vegetation within approximately 3.42 acres. Excavated areas have minimal vegetation consisting
mainly of Tamarix spp. Small slag piles (to the east) adjacent to the southern excavation area will
also be removed which may result in incidental removal of additional vegetation (see Figure 2 and
attached photographic log).

Additional areas (totaling 2.21 acres) located between I-10 and UP rail line will also be excavated.
These areas are highly disturbed and denuded of vegetation (see Figure 3 and photographic log).

A review of the threatened and endangered species lists for El Paso County, Texas, maintained by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
identified 16 federally and state listed threatened and endangered species and an additional

38 state-listed rare species that potentially occur within the county. Six species are federally listed
or are candidates for federal listing and an additional nine species are state-listed only (see Table 1).

Proposed excavation areas are located within a highly disturbed site subject to continuous industrial
and construction activities as well as impacts from motor-vehicle and railway traffic due to the
adjacent I-10 and UP rail line. No permanent water sources are present within the excavation
areas. Potentially suitable habitat for the Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii
extimus) may be present within the excavation areas, but due to the areas highly disturbed nature,
continuous human activity and small discontinuous distribution of areas totaling less than

6 acres, this species is not anticipated to be present. As such no impact is anticipated to listed
federally threatened or endangered species.

The attached package is also being sent to the Texas Parks and Wildlife for review. Additionally, a
permit review package for coverage under Nationwide Permit 27 will be submitted to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Albuquerque District Office. Your review of this package is appreciated.

If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me at 512-370-3864 or via email:
Scott. Walker@arcadis-us.com. '

Respedtfully,

./l

Scott Walker
Project Ecologist

Enclosures: Figure 1: Regional Vicinity Map, Figure 2 & 3: Site and Photo Location Maps,
Photo log; Table 1 Federal, State Listed Threatened/Endangered Species and Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s Species of Concern, El Paso County;
cc:  Roberto Puga — Trustee

Scott Brown/Corey Zorn/Alicia Fogg (Malcolm Pirnie)
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