
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. 
410 N. 44th Street, Suite 1000 

Phoenix, AZ 85008 
T: 602.438-0883  F: 602.438-0102 

www.pirnie.com 
 
March 31, 2015 
 
Ms. Eleanor Wehner, P.G. 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
Remediation Division 
VCP-CA Section, Mail Code MC-127 
Post Office Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78753 
 
Re: Texas Custodial Trust 
 Former ASARCO Smelter Site, El Paso, Texas 
 
Subject:  Plant Site Utilities Abandonment – Expedited Review Requested 
 
Dear Ms. Wehner: 
 
Malcolm Pirnie has prepared final Plant Site Grading, Cover and Drainage System 
Drawings which are being submitted to TCEQ under separate cover.  Construction of the 
final Plant Site grading and drainage is on the critical path of the overall site closure 
schedule.   
 
The purpose of this Plant Site Utilities Abandonment submittal is to request agency 
acknowledgment and acceptance of our proposed actions to abandon and properly close 
subsurface utilities on the former smelter plant site in preparation of constructing the final 
cover systems and drainage facilities. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The objective of the utilities abandonment is to eliminate potential pathways for surface 
water to reach the subsurface of the plant site, which is consistent with the remedial 
strategy to significantly reduce infiltration to the subsurface.  
 
PROPOSED ACTIONS 
The abandonment actions will generally consist of plugging the locatable manholes that 
were associated with the site’s buried gravity-flow piping systems (i.e., sanitary and 
storm sewers), capping of abandoned pipes that daylight to the site surface, and plugging 
of subsurface utility vaults that were part of the site’s water and electric systems.   
 
In the case of manholes, all pipes entering and leaving the structure will be blocked off 
using sandbags and the entire structure will be filled with cement-grout slurry up to a 
minimum of 12 inches above the highest pipe.  The remainder of the structure will be 
filled to grade with clean aggregate fill material.  Manholes that occur outside the 
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footprint of the planned final covers will be topped with an asphalt patch to promote 
drainage away from the abandoned structure. 
 
Utility vaults will receive similar treatment, with valves, piping, and electrical ducts 
being covered with cement-grout slurry.  The structure cavity will then be brought to 
grade with clean aggregate fill material that will be topped with asphalt as individual 
locations dictate. 
 
Please refer to the Plant Site Grading, Cover and Drainage System Design Drawings for 
specific details.  The sheets that apply to the utilities abandonment are attached for your 
reference: 

• Sheet C-2: Existing Utility Plan 
• Sheet C-3: Utility Abandonment Plan 
• Sheet C-4: Utility Abandonment Partial Plan 
• Sheet C-17: Utilities Abandonment Details 

 
If you have any questions regarding this submittal, please call me or Mike Berry at 
602-438-0883. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
MALCOLM PIRNIE, INC. 
 
 
 
 
Scott M. Brown, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 
cc: Charles Fischer, USEPA Region 6 
 Chuck Barnes, USEPA Region 6 

Roberto Puga, Project Navigator 
Mark Landress, Project Navigator 
Former ASARCO Smelter Team 
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